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Dear Neighbor,  

 
In last week's Advisory  email, I shared information about  the County Executive's 
proposed FY  2024 budget .  

 
As a reminder, the  proposed budget kicks off a months - long process before the Board of 

Supervisors adopts the final budget in May . My priority throughout the process will be 
listening to your thoughts, ideas, and concerns. I'll be hosting a  Braddock District Town 

Hall  on  Monday, March 13 , at 7:00 p.m.  with Braddock 
District School Board Member Megan McLaughlin and 
County Executive Bryan Hill. You can watch the town hall 

three different ways:  
 r Facebook Live  

 r Stream on  the County website  
 r Tune to Channel 16 (Channel 16 on Verizon/Comcast 

or Cox Channel 1016)  

 
You can also submit questions for the town hall using one 

of three formats:  
 r Email  braddocktownhall@fairfaxcounty.gov  
 r Call (703) 324 -1114 during the program   

 r Use the  Facebook Live  chat  
 

As a result of  the exceptionally strong real estate market in Fairfax County, home values 
continue to increase. The average increase in the Braddock District this year  was 7.04  
percent . Itôs important to note that homes in Virginia are required by sta te law to be 

assessed at fair ma rket value , something the Board of Supervisors does not set or 
influence. If you believe that your real estate is incorrectly assessed, you can  file an 

appeal with  the Department of Tax Administration (DTA)  by April 3.  
 
Affordable Housing at the Government Center  

Recently, the Board approved affordable housing at the Government Center,  which will 
provide  279 rental apartment units for individuals and families  earning 30 -70  percent  of the 

area median income. The project re places  an un derutilized  portion of the Government 
Centerôs parking with a modern green building, pedestrian promenade, and urban park 
space.   

https://conta.cc/3YWTrk8
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget/sites/budget/files/assets/documents/fy2024/advertised/fy2024advertised_finalwithscript.pdf
https://fb.me/e/2UombbUMX
https://fb.me/e/2UombbUMX
https://fb.me/e/2UombbUMX
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cableconsumer/channel-16/stream
mailto:braddocktownhall@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://fb.me/e/2UombbUMX
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/real-estate/assessment-appeals
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/real-estate/assessment-appeals
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/affordable-housing-development-approved-unused-government-center-parking-lot?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social
https://fb.me/e/2UombbUMX
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The building will also include a childcare center 

serving primarily children from low and moderate 
income families.  

 
I began the effort to make this possible in 2020 
and deeply appreciate the hard w ork of staff, 

community members, and advocates who worked 
with us throughout the process. Building 

affordable housing in front of our own 
government center sends a strong message about 
our values and our commitment to ensuring that Fairfax County is a plac e where everyone 

can thrive.  
 

Womenôs History Month 
March is Womenôs History Month, a time  to recognize and celebrate the  significant  
contributions  women have made  to history, culture, and society . We also uplift and support 

the next generation of women leaders across the County, Commonwealth, country, and the 
world! Iôm particularly proud to work alongside the talented women of the Braddock District 

office staff, who do so much  for  our  communit y. 
 

Fairfax Libraries will be hosting several events  discussing women poets, exploring 
womenôs impact on voting rights in America, and providing an art workshop.  

 

Yours in service,  

 
Supervisor James R. Walkinshaw  
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https://librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/calendar?t=d&q=Women%27s%20history%20month&cid=6524&cal=6524&inc=0
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/affordable-housing-development-approved-unused-government-center-parking-lot?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social
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Upcoming Events  

Details on these events and more can be found in  this edition of the Beacon  or by 
contacting  braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov  

 
 r March  4  ............................  Annandale Community Center Ribbon Cutting Ceremony  

 r March 12  ................................ ..............................  Daylight Savings Time begins  

 r March 13  ................................ ......................  Braddock District Budget Town Hall  

 r Ma rch 1 5  ................................ ................  Fairfax County Housing Symp osium  

 r March 28  ................................ ...................  Tax Relief Workshop at Braddock Hall   

mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/housing/2023housingsymposium
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Walkinshaw in the Community  

Supervisor 

Walkinshaw 
participated in 

The Rotary Club 
of Springfieldôs 
meeting on 

February 10 to 
speak about 

services available 
for older adults in 
Fairfax.  

Supervisor Walkinshaw joined 

Congressman Gerry Connolly, 

Circuit Court Judge John Tran, 

Senator Cha p Petersen  and 

Delegate Kathy Tran  (not 

pictured)  as guests of the 

Fairfax County Model Judiciary 

Program for high schoolers on 

February 4.  

On February 7, the Board recognized the West Springfield High School Girls ô and Woodson 

High School Boysô Cross -Country  teams for winning State Championships this past season.  

On February 28, Supervisor Walkinshaw 

visited St . Matthewôs United Methodist 

Church to see FACETSô Hypothermia 

Prevention and Shelter Program.  
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In February , Supervisor Walkinshaw also:  
 

 r Chaired the Interjurisdictional Committee meeting between Fairfax County and the 

City of Fairfax on February 9  

 r Visited Stuff the Bus sites on February 11 and 18  

 r Joined VDOT and community members for a virtual meeting to discuss pedestrian 

improvements on Old Keene Mill Road on February 13  

 r Hosted  the Department of  Public Works and Environmental Services and Park 

Authority for community meetings on the future of Lake Accotink on February 15 

(virtual) and February 16 (at Kings Glen Elementary School)  

 r Attended the Countyôs Black History Month event at the Government Center on 

February 17  

 r Cleaned up Americana Drive with the Fairfax County Restoration Project on February 

20  

 r Toured the Burke Centre VRE System  on February 22  

 r Attended Congressman Connollyôs Black History Month event on  George Masonôs 

campus on February 27  

Supervisor Walkinshaw joined 

volunteers from the Kings Park 

West Community for a trash clean -

up at Crooked Creek Park on 

Presidentsô Day. 

On February 6, Supervisor Walkinshaw 

visited the Westwood Baptist Churchôs 

Hypothermia program . 

Braddock residents Louise Chamberlin  and  Omer Al 
Khanchi  invited the Supervisor to the grand opening 
of their new speech therapy practice, Get Talking 

Therapy, in Annandale on February 25.  
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Tom  McCook  
Braddock Districtôs Citizen of the Month is 

Tom McCook!  
 

Tom is a member of the Kings Park West 
Community, frequently organizing trash 
clean ups in Crooked Creek, Royal Lake, 

Rabbit Branch, and Lakeside parks for the 
Kings Park West Civic Association.   

 
He wears several hats including  Parks and 

Lake Committee Coordinator for the Kings 
Park West  Civic Association , Coordinator  of 
Road Raiders, a nd Lead Volunteer for the 

Royal Lake Park Vol unteer Team , better  
known as Friends of Royal Lake.  

 
Sarah Lennon , Presid ent of Kings Park 
West Civic Association, first met Tom when 

his w ife , Ann, brough t him to a Road 
Raiders clean -up  in 2013 . From there he  became  one of th e most reliable volunteers , even 

bringing power tools to make clean -ups more efficient.  When Sarah was transitioning i nto a 
new role within the Civic Ass ociation , Tom  was at the top of th e list to become her 
successor.  

 
As Coordi nator  of the Road Raiders, Tom has engaged a new  generation of volunteers  

stepping up to keep the park clean. He works with Eagle Scouts to help them earn badges 
and log volunteer hours, giving back to an organization he once was a part of. Tomôs efforts 
to bring in young people also gives o lder volunteers a chance to connect acros s 

generations , strengthening the sense of community built during these events.  
 

He ha s also been de scribed  as rel iable ;  making time for any clean -up events , even solo 
efforts just to keep trails maintained.  Tom has served as a teacher, sho wing local members 
how t o use a chain saw last winter when a tree fell over a sidewalk near Rab bit Branch 

Park.  
 

Known for his  sens e of humor, power tools, kn owledge of park maintenance , and passion  
for  keeping Fa irfax County park s cl ean, Tom McCook embodies leadership that inspires  his 
community and the next gene ration.   

 
Congratulations Tom and tha nk you for your dedication to keeping Fairfax County parks 

beautiful!  

March  Citizen of the Month  
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Annandale Community Center Ribbon Cutting Ceremony  
Supervisor James Walkinshaw and Fairfax Countyôs Department of Neighborhood and 

Community Services invite the community to celebrate the opening of the new  Annandale 
Community Center  at the Heritage Shopping Plaza (7861 -B Heritage Drive, Annandale, VA) 
on Saturday, March 4 at 12:00 p.m.  

A ribbon -cutting ceremony will be held at noon, followed 
by an open house, community activities , and light 

refreshments.  
 

Fairfax County is partnering with the Boys & Girls Club of 
Greater Washington to offer affordable youth 
programming and afterschool activities in the new space. 

Additional programs and resources will be added 
following the grand opening.   

 
Guests are encouraged to park across the street at 
Ossian Hall Park.  More information about the 

ceremony  can be found here.  

Need for O+ Blood  
Inova Health is in urgent need of O+ blood donors for an 

Obstetrics patient w ith an expectant - risk delivery in the 
coming week. These blood products will be used for a life -
saving transfusion & surgery after the high - risk delivery.  

 
Please consider donating blood  if youôre an O+ carrier. 

 

Shredding Event  
Marian Homes, a non -profit working with donors, partners, 

and the Fairfax County to purchase, refurbish , and maintain 
houses  for  individuals with intellectual disabilities , will be 
hosting a shredding event at Nativity Catholic Church (6400 

Nativity Lane , Burke, VA) on Saturday, March 25 , from 10:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m.  
 

More information can be found here.  Reach out to contact@marianhomes.org  with any 
questions.  
 

2023 Swimming Pool Stakeholder Meeting  
The Health Department will host an in -person 2023 Pool Stakeholder Meeting at 10:00 a .m . 
on Friday, March 24, at 10777 Main St reet,  Fairfax, VA in Conference Room 310 -A. They 

will review any changes for the 2023 season as well as answer any questions about the 
Planning and Land Use System . Attendance usually consists of Pool Managers for guid ance 
on pool operations.  

 

Community News  

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/sites/neighborhood-community-services/files/assets/documents/community%20centers/annandale%20community%20center%20invitation.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/sites/neighborhood-community-services/files/assets/documents/community%20centers/annandale%20community%20center%20invitation.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/annandale-community-center-grand-opening-scheduled-march-4
https://www.inovablood.org/
https://tockify.com/marianhomes/detail/4/1679752800000
mailto:contact@marianhomes.org
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/heritage-center
http://www.inovablood.org/
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Former Haulin' Trash Customers ô Conta iner D isposal  

Fees Waived  
Through March 30, Fairfax County former Haulinô Trash 
LLC customers may deliver empty Haulinô Trash 

collection containers to the I -66 Transfer Station 
Complex for proper disposal, free -of -charge.  Only 

containers branded with a ñHaulinô Trashò logo will be 
accepted under this temporary program.  

 
No disposal f ees will be charged for empty containers.  Site staff will provide directions to the 
drop -off area at the facility.  The I -66 Transfer Station is located at 4618 West Ox R oad,  

Fairfax, VA.  
 

Read more here , or check out the  I - 66 Transfer Station guide.  

 

Lake Accotink Dredging Project Updates  
Public comment on the staff recommendation to not dredge Lake Accotink 

is open until April 1. You can  respond to the community survey  (which 
includes an option to submit a comment)  or  send a  comment via 

email.   
 
You can read more on the  story board  about the staff  recommendation  

and visit DPWESô website for additional information . 
 

 
 
 

Lake Accotink Dam Maintenance  
The Fairfax County Park Authority is anticipating the start of maintenance work on the Lake 
Accotink dam by mid -March, weather permitting. The project will include removal of debris 

from the top of the dam spillway  and replacement of the flashboards, which control water 
flow through the spillway when water rises above the crest level. These repairs are essential 

for safe maintenance and operation of the dam.  
 
For more information visit the Park Auth ority ôs website. 

 

Green Business Partners Forum  
The Fairfax County Office of Environmental and Energy Coordination, in partnership with 

the Fairfax County Department of Economic Initiatives and Smart City Works, is hosting a 
Fairfax County Green Business Partners Forum  on Friday, March 31.  
 

Environment & Parks News  

 

 

 

 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/news/county-temporarily-waives-landfill-disposal-fees-former-haulin-trash-residential-customers
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/sites/publicworks/files/assets/documents/i66-resident-guide.pdf
https://publicinput.com/a7178
mailto:F515@PublicInput.com
mailto:F515@PublicInput.com
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b85512da45b8420085167291998d19af
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/lake-accotink-dredging
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/park-news/2023/z-ir026?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social
https://www.smartcityworks.org/innovation-challenges/fairfax-countys-green-business-partners-forum-2023
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/lake-accotink-dredging
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/news/county-temporarily-waives-landfill-disposal-fees-former-haulin-trash-residential-customers
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The goal of this Forum is to showcase energy -  and climate -success stories and provide 
opportunities to network wit h green business leaders throughout Fairfax County.  At the 

Green Business Partners Forum, you will learn about:  
 r Cost - effective pathways to achieving carbon neutrality  for your business, 

including federal, state, and local financing opportunities  
 r Energy be nchmarking and case studies  to identi fy energy upgrades that could 

result in savings for your business  
 r Workforce development  to meet the needs of a carbon -neutral economy  
 r Fairfax Countyôs new Green Business Partners Program  and how to sign on as 

an inaugural member  
 
The Forum will promote peer - to -peer learning on how green business practices can lower 

operational costs, reduce waste, and contribute to a healthier community. The ev ent is 
free and will be held in  person  at the  Courtyard by Marriott Tysons  (8028 Leesburg Pike , 

Tysons Corner, VA ) , and space is limited. If youôre a business leader in Fairfax County 
working towards carbon neutrality or are  ready to start, we encourage you to register for 
th e Green Business Partners Forum today.   

 
For questions about this event, please email oeecgreenbusiness@fairfaxcounty.gov  

 

Native Seedling Sale  
Orders for the Northern Virginia Soil & Water Conservation District (NVSWCD)ôs 2023 Native 

Seedling Sale will open on  Tuesday, March 7, at 9:00 a.m .  The order site will be linked 
from this page.  
 

Pickup will be on March 31 from 9:00 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m. and on April 1 from 9:00 a.m. ï 
12:00 p.m. at  Sleepy Hollow Bath and Racquet Club (3516 Sleepy Hollow Road, Falls 

Church, VA).  Any seedlings not collected at pickup will be donated to a reforestation project 
in Fairfax County.  Seedlings must  be purchased in advance;  no day -of  sales or extras will 
be offered. Please contact  NVSWCD  before the seedling sale date if you need 

accommodations.  
 

Maintaining the Health of Residential Wastewater Pipes  
If you live in a home that was built before 1975, or if you are planning to purchase an older 
home in Fairfax County, you should consider getting an inspection of the sewer line  to 
ensure that there are no issues. In Fairfax County, residents are responsib le for maintaining 

their sewage lines under their properties up to the connection at  the Countyôs main line  in 
the street. Paying a few hundred dollars for a sewer line inspection every three years or so 

can fend off expensive repairs later, especi ally for older homes with original cast iron, clay , 
or galvanized steel pipes. The average lifetime of these materials is 40 to 75 years.  
 

How do you know if your sewer line needs maintenance or replacement?  
 r If it has not been inspected  in the past few years  (roughly 3 years)  

 r If you have frequent  sewage backup on lower levels of the residence  
 r If you experience slow drainage  or consistently low water pressure  

 r If you notice f oul smells from sewer gases inside or outside of your home  
 
Preventing Backups and Overflows  

To keep your sewer line functioning prope rly, only use your toilets or sink  drain s for the 
disposal of biodegradable products. Flushing items like so -called ñflushable wipesò will often 

https://www.smartcityworks.org/innovation-challenges/fairfax-countys-green-business-partners-forum-2023
https://www.smartcityworks.org/innovation-challenges/fairfax-countys-green-business-partners-forum-2023
mailto:oeecgreenbusiness@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/native-seedling-sale
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/native-seedling-sale
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/contact/MailForm.aspx?agId=889
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result in home or county sewer system blockages. Do not  put or flush the following items 
into the sewer syste m:  

 r Fats, Oils , or Grease  
 r Medicines or other pharmaceuticals, including liquids  

 r Baby wipes or disinfectant wipes  
 r Rags, cloth , or clothing  
 r Sanitary napkins, tampons, condoms , or any non -organic material   

 r Q-tips® or dental floss  
 r Facial tissues, napkins , or paper towels  

 r Contact lenses  
 r Plastic of any kind  
 r Food items of any kind  

 r Hair  
 r Diapers (cloth, disposable , or ñflushableò) 

 
Only toilet paper, human waste, household ammonia -based cleaners, drain cleaners , and 
most bathroom cleaners can be put into your home toilets or drains.  

 
More information or are having sewer line problems , visit DPWESô website or call the 24 -

Hour Trouble Response Center: (703 ) 323 -1211 (TTY 711 ) . 
 

Park Authority Summer Camp Registration Now Open!  
Registration for FCPAôs summer camps, serving children ages 3 
to 16, is now open.  
 

Registrations fill up very quickly, so families are encouraged to 
visit the  Park Authority Camps webpage  to view the more 

than 1,000 programming options.  
  

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/wastewater/residential
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/camps
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/camps

